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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF STATE LIBRARIES 

Fourteenth Convention, Pasadena, California, May 22, \9\\ 



The meeting was called to order by the 
President, Demarchus C. Brown, of Indiana. 
Mr. George S. Godard, of Connecticut, was 
chosen acting secretary, and committees 
on auditing, nominations and resolutions 
were appointed. The president then read 
his annual address. 

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS* 

State librarians, like all librarians, should 
be lovers of books, not their janitors. How 
well are state libraries leading their com- 
monwealths in the development of better 
citizenship, in the diffusion of knowledge, 
in betterment of the conduct of govern- 
ment and in the enactment of better laws? 
Are they the center of the readers of their 
states, and do the citizens look to them for 
expert advice? Are the history lovers of 
the state grouped around its state library, 
and does the library stand for proper care 
and organization of the public archives? 

The state library should be the center 
of the historical work of the state — espe- 
cially of that on state history. Private his- 
torical societies should be encouraged; but 
a state society should keep its collections 
and records at the state library and hold 
its meetings there. This would lend a 
sense of security to their work which would 
result in more gifts of manuscripts, rare 
books, etc. It would also spread the study 
of the history of the state among the peo- 
ple, and the system would be more demo- 
cratic than that of a private society. 

The archives of the state are historical 
and should be properly cared for and made 
accessible. Officers do not like to give up 
their records; but a campaign of education 
and the use of tact will avoid this difficulty. 
Many state records are stored in damp cel- 
lars, the state officers know nothing of 
them, and they are thus inaccessible to 
everyone and are decaying. Provision 
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should be made for their preservation and 
classification, and all public officials should 
be authorized to turn over to the state li- 
brary — when made the depository — all rec- 
ords not in current use. 

The merit system is a necessity in a state 
library. Partisanship should not control 
appointments. In a library where train- 
ing, scholarship and love of books should 
be the dominant influences, it is humiliat- 
ing to find the spoils system in control. 
Where a library touches politics, even re- 
motely, the merit system is the safest way 
to insure permanency, in spite of all that 
may be said against examinations. The 
judgment of the librarian on personal qual- 
ifications, etc., should count one-half. The 
system drives away the politicians in dis- 
gust. 

The state library should be a university 
extension work-room, especially in political 
science, sociology and history. There 
should be close co-operation with colleges 
and universities. Their students may work 
in the state library and have some super- 
vision from the library staff. The legisla- 
tive reference department can do much 
that will be mutually profitable along this 
line. The same co-operation can be ar- 
ranged for the schools of the state, espe- 
cially in debating. 

The legislative reference work should be 
extended to cover municipal reference. 
Collections on municipal affairs should be 
formed and material freely loaned to cities 
as they need it for light on municipal prob- 
lems. The state library and the state 
museums should be closely connected; not 
necessarily in administration. Both are 
necessary to each other; they overlap. 

The state libraries should at once arrange 
a system of inter-library loans, so that each 
state library can profit from the collections 
in which other state libraries have special- 
ized more fully. 
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In the discussion which followed, Mr. 
Godard told of what Connecticut was doing 
in archives work, and Mr. Hitt told of the 
beginning which the state of Washington 
had made. Mr. Henry, of the University 
of Washington, emphasized the value of 
museums, and Mr. Scholefield, of British 
Columbia, described the close relationships 
of the provincial library and provincial 
museum in that province. 

Mr. Gillis, of California, then read his 
paper on: 

THE STATE LIBRARY AS HEAD OF 

THE LIBRARY ACTIVITIES OF 

THE STATE* 

The trend of modern Dusiness methods 
is entirely toward unification of organiza- 
tion. The numerous charities which have 
long been struggling to improve living con- 
ditions have realized the waste of energy in 
duplication and are reorganizing under one 
management. An efficient management 
will quickly do away with needless machin- 
ery of organization, and bring all necessary 
departments into close and vital connec- 
tion. This is also sound public policy and 
as applicable to library affairs as to in- 
dustrial. 

If all the library activities of the state 
are under one control, extra organization 
is done away with. It means economy of 
administration and unity, continuity, and 
concentration of policy and effort. It will 
receive better financial support from the 
state than will several organizations, the 
distinction between which may be difficult 
for the legislator to realize. The same is 
true of support by the citizens of the state. 

If it is good business then to have all 
the library activities of a state under one 
head, what shall that head be? In practi- 
cally every state the state library has been 
the first expression of library service 
through a central medium. As it has de- 
veloped its organization and collection 
along various lines, it has laid a solid 
foundation for other lines of activity if it 
should be called on to conduct them. Its 
activities and recognized position will give 
it assured financial support. With these 
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advantages the burden of proof is with 
those who are against its leadership rather 
than with those who are for it. Rather 
than create offshoots, hold to the original 
organization and investment and improve 
its management and expand as may be 
necessary. 

Remarks on the paper were made by 
the president, Mr. Hitt, and Mr. Henry, of 
Washington, Mr. Severance, of Missouri, 
Mr. Godard, of Connecticut, Miss Lee, of 
Kansas, Miss Downey, of Ohio, and others. 
They commended the points made; but 
showed the practical difficulties in the way 
of carrying them out in some states where 
the development of the state-supported li- 
braries had not laid as steady a founda- 
tion as it had in California. 

Mr. Hitt, of Washington, then read his 
paper on: 

DISTRIBUTION OF PUBLIC DOCU- 
MENTS TO COLLEGE, UNIVERSITY, 
AND PUBLIC LIBRARIES 

(No summary of this paper can be given, 
as no copy is as yet in the hands of the 
secretary.) 

The report of the secretary-treasurer 
was then read. 

SECRETARY-TREASURER'S REPORT 

The financial report showed receipts of 
$359.30 and expenses of |254.27, leaving a 
balance of $105.03. The library members 
added during the year were the Tennessee 
state library and the Philadelphia free li- 
brary. The recommendation was made that 
a summary only of proceedings be printed 
in the A. L. A. proceedings and that pro- 
ceedings in full be printed separately. This 
would enable the association to get out its 
proceedings more promptly and would 
have other advantages. 

The auditing committee reported that the 
financial report was in good form and cor- 
rect. The recommendation referred to the 
executive committee with power to act. 

The nominating committee reported and 
recommended the following names: 
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President, Mr. Charles F. D. Belden, of 
Massachusetts. 

First vice-president, Mr. J. M. Hitt, of 
Washington. 

Second vice-president, Mr. E. J. Lien, of 
Minnesota. 

Secretary-treasurer, Mr. A. C. Tilton, of 
Connecticut. 

The report was accepted and after the 
necessary formalities the persons recom- 
mended were declared elected unani- 
mously. 

The committee on resolutions presented 
and recommended the passage of the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

WHEREAS, It is with great surprise and 
regret that we have learned of the recent 
removal "for political expediency" of C. B. 
Galbreath as state librarian of Ohio, who 
during a service of fifteen years has proven 
himself to be a faithful, efficient, and com- 
petent public official, both in the affairs 
of his own state and in his relations to 
this association; 

RESOLVED, That we, the National as- 
sociation of state libraries, deplore this re- 
newed entrance of politics into a depart- 



ment of government which to be success- 
ful requires not only personal adaptability, 
but also professional skill, which is greatly 
increased by years of experience; 

RESOLVED, That a copy of these reso- 
lutions be sent to Mr. Galbreath and to 
Governor Harmon. 

The resolutions passed unanimously. 

Mr. Ranck, of Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
reported informally for the committee on 
the publication of a municipal year book, 
a joint committee with the Special libra- 
ries association. The committee has inter- 
ested other organizations and individuals 
who are active in municipal affairs, and 
good progress is being made. 

After discussion, the committee was in- 
structed to proceed with its work and to 
co-operate with other committees. 

After other papers and committee re- 
ports were ordered printed, the meeting ad- 
journed to meet at the call of the presi- 
dent, if a supplementary meeting before 
the next A. L. A. conference seemed advis- 
able. 

[The Association will print its proceedings in full 
in a separate pamphlet.] 



SPECIAL LIBRARIES ASSOCIATION 



(Hotel Maryland, May 22, 1911, 8:15 p. m.) 
In the absence of the officers the meeting 
was called to order by Mr. S. H. Ranck, 
librarian public library, Grand Rapids. Mr. 
A. J. Small, librarian of the Iowa State law 
library was elected president pro tempore 
and Mr. R. H. Johnston, librarian Bureau of 
railway economics, Washington, D. C, sec- 
cretary pro tempore. 

Reading of the minutes was omitted. Mr. 
Ranck, as chairman of the committee on 
the Municipal Year Book, which committee 
co-operates with similar committees of 
other bodies, presented his report which 
showed progress. It was resolved on motion 
of secretary, seconded by Mr. F. B. Graves, 
librarian Mercantile library, San Francis- 
co, "That the Special Libraries Association 
has heard with interest the report of Mr. 
Ranck on the work of the Committee on 



the proposed Municipal Year Book; that 
we endorse the work of this committee, 
recommend its continuance, and approve 
the suggestion that the work be pub- 
lished and feel that details may safely be 
left, to the committee in charge. We sug- 
gest, however, that in its first appearance 
the proposed Municipal Year Book be lim- 
ited to such scope and detail as may en- 
courage a publisher of standing to under- 
take the work of placing it on the market." 
At the request of the president, Mr. F. W. 
Faxon, of the Boston Book Co., gave an 
interesting account of the work of the 
special libraries in Boston and an unofficial 
report of the winter meeting of the Massa- 
chusetts special libraries. Mr. Purd B. 
Wright, librarian Kansas City public li- 
brary, described the growth of a special 
collection of works relating to the packing 



